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Why America

Went to War

Motives Examined by an Officer Who Served on the

General Staff

of the Amy

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Why we went to war will prob-
ably remain a question of as much
dizpute ss “Who struck Billy Patter-
son.”  While Mr. Harvey's statement

of the reasons was crude, unfortnnn-t';
and unnecessary I am of the opinion
he stated substantially the funda-
mental reason, though there were in-
cidental reasons that had their in-
fllence upon our action.

if we regarded ourselves as knight-
orrants bent upon a crusade solely iu
the interest of a great ideal, and seek-
ie gthe redress of humanity, and the
righting of wrongs that were being
perpetrated, then we have by no means
finished our task on the one hand, and
on the other we have stultified our-
gelves by bein a party to one of the
most infamous wrongs that history
racords.

1f we fought solely for an ideal and
humanity, with no selfish thought, why
do we not go & step further and make
war upon Japan to rescue Korea from
her cruel grasp, and restore to the
Koreans their own country and gov-
ernment, and stop their oppression and
extermination that is going on under
Japanese rule and exploitation? Then,
ﬁm, who stilled within our repre-
gentatives at the Feace Conference the
spirit of the knight-errant and cru-
_aiider. when they became parties to
the transfer of Shantung to Japan,
and betrayed poor old China, who had
entered the war on the gide of the
Allies largely upon our inducement
and representation that we would
gafeguard her interests?

Was this infamy perpetrated from
no unselfish motives and ‘inspired by a
lofty idealism? By no means. We
sacrificed the sacred territorial rights
of our told-time friend and ally to
placate Japan and rid ourselves of
some embarrassing questions she was
pressihg upon us.

Coming now to the reasons that con-
strained us to enter the war, notwith
standing the fact that our President in
the beginning of the war admonished
us thet its roots and causes were no
concarn of ours, and that we should be
neutral even in thought, our people did
sympathize with France and Belgium,
and believed the war one of unwarrant-
ed oggression on the part of Germany
for world dominion. But would this
sympathy alone have given our govern-
ment the moral or legal right to plunge
our people into the war, with all its
terrible consequences, or to right a
wrong we believed was being doné to
those countries wunlesa that wrong
potentially affected, directly or indi-
rectly, our eown rtights, interests or
safety ?

In fact, our President, together with
# tremendous element of pacifists in
the coontry, was opposed to our enter-
ing the war at all, and thiz eclement
wag numerous enough to reélect him
upon a platform—*“He kept us out of
war.” And it was only by the foree of |
events and the insistence of a few
patriotic and far-seeing Americans that
the Administration was finally kicked |
into the war. |

When it comes down to the individ- |
ual opinion of why we went to war the ’
reasons will be many and ofttimes con- |
fiicting. There is but one authorita- |

tive and official statement of the rea-
aons, and that is contained in the reso-
Jution of the Congress, which recog-
nized the existence of & state of war
between us and Germany, which Ger-

many had already begun against us, |

and pledged the resources of the nation
to its successful prosecution. 25

This'was and remains the only offi-
cial statement of our ressons. It was
unavoidable and sufficient, because
Germany was murderin our people
upon the high seas, and making war
upon us in cur own country by foment-
ing revolution and sedition in our
midst and blowing up munition plants
and other instrumentalities for war
making all over the country.

But back of all this our people real-
ized that if Germany won the war, as
ghe appeared to be doing when we en-
tered it, we would be her next victims,
with all the resources of Europe at her
command. It was the fear of this in
the minda of our people, coupled with
the state of war already existing, that
prompted our entry into the war more
than anything else.

The truth is that for several years
past we have had an overdose of Quix-
otic idealism, and those in authority
seem . to have been more interested in
humanity at large thasn in the rights,
interest and welfare of our own coun-
try, and the results of such a policy
sre now Been in the utier demoraliza-
tion of the social, economiec, industrial
and finaneial conditions in the United
States. We take courage and thsank
God for the indications of & return to
saner politics and a mor enlightened
self-interest.

In conclusion, T was one of the firat
to volunteer my services, and served
during the war as an officer on the
General Staff of our army. I believe I
am an average American in intelli-
gence and patriotism, and I-want to
say that, whatever may have been the
motives of others, thre is no doubt in
my mind of the reasons why 1 went to
war and offered my life te my country,
I was influenced my no mawkish sen-
timentality or spirit of the crusader
to vight the wrongs of humanity or by
such nonsense as “making the world
safe for democracy” or to establish a
lexgue of nations. On the contrary, I
went to war to defend my own country
from the attacks that were being made
upon her and because of the potential
dangers that were threatening her in-
dependence and safety in the event
that Germary should win the war in
Europe. I was not, of course, unmind-
ful or uninfluenced by the danger
threatening ecivilization and Tree gov-
ernments throughout the world by the
assaualts Germany was making upon
them,

As a matter of fact, the world, and

| our own country in particular, are in

far more danger to-day from unbridled
demoeracy led hy A Tfanatical and
demagogic minority than genuine de-
mocracy was ever endangered by the
war. Instead of “making the world
safe for democracy,” our present and
greatest problem resulting from the
war s to “make democracy safe for
the world.,” While I do not undertake
te speak for the soldiers that filled
our armies, [ do believe that the fore-
going represents the views of the great
majority of them.
ALEXANDER SIDNEY LANIER.
Washington, D. C,, June 23, 1921,
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Maternity Bill Objections |

Adverse Comment on Sheppard-
Towner Measure—Fiske's Warning
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir:
Rosenthal has not yet seen a valid ob-

As your correspondent Mr.

jection to the Bheppard-Towner ma-
ternity bill, T would refer him to the
following. Fiske, in his Critical Period
of American History, says: X

“If the day should ever arrive (which
God forbid!) when the people of the dif-
ferent parts of our country should al-
low their loeal affairs to bLe adminis-
tered from Washington on that
day the progressive political career of
the American people will have come to
an end, and the hopes that have been
built upon it for the future happiness
and prosperity of mankind will be
wrecked forever."

Also this from an article on “Educa-
tion,” by Paul L. Blakely, in America:

“The State of Maryland, for instance,
recently petitioned Congress to enact
.the outragecus Sheppard-Towner ma- |
ternity bill, and among the chief|
grounds alleged was the fact that in
one year 168 mothers had died in that
stute for want of proper carc. If that
be true have not the citizens of Mary-
lend enough humanity and initiative to
toke steps to wnrevent 'an abnormally
high—if such it be—dedth rate; or,
failing private agencies of relief, can-
not the State of Maryland solve the
problem for itself? Is it 50 lost to in-
dependence that in a matter affecting
the local health regulations it must
immediately turn to the Federal gov-
ernment, thereby confessing its unfit-
ness for self-government?"
AN INTERESTED WQOMAN.
Baltimore, Md., June 23, 1921,

Vocal Workers
(From The Dea Moinea Register)
A lot of men now standing around
eomplaining that there is & lack of
work were probably among those who
stood around falking nonsense when
thers wds plenty of work.

A Lincoln Chapel

Patriotic Memorial Planned by All
Saints’ Church
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: It is possible that many of
your readers might be interested in a
fact about Lincoln's New York funeral
which seems to be very little known,
namely, that after the body lay in
state at the City Hall, where the mid-
night service was held, it was taken to
the New York undertaker's residence, 8
Willett Street, and that the next morn-
ing before the procession started out,
the body lay in state at the triangular
place ealled Seammel Square, where
Scammel Street fzalls into Grand, cross-
ing East Broadway. Besides the testi-
mony of the daughter of the under-
taker, I have that of a Mr. E. Gotts-
chalk, who remembers going up the
steps of the little platform by the
side of the catafalque and viewing the
body.

As thiz was right by vur old church,
we have felt that it would be fitting
to commerate the fact by dedicating &
chapel to Lincoln in the church. We
have installed a bust and have mounted
on cards many precious old pictures
of the occasion.
enrich our collection of relics, souve-

{

Tenants" Protection

Need of Organization Questioned—
The Court Routine
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The formation of a mew pro-
tective organization for tenants raises
B question which in my mind {s second
tv none in importance in our efforts to
solve the housing situation, All that
such an organization could do is to de-
fend actions for rent increases through
its official legal department. My ex-
p?;rmce has been that the tenant has

ali the protection he eould possibly de-
rive from such legal service alrveady.
And in most cases without the expendi-
ture of a penny for legal advice. This
is particularly true of the poorer clnss
of apartment dwellers.

Now, how is the poorer tenant pro-
tected? When a landlord decides to
incrense the rent he demands his in-
crease, sometimes giving notice in ad-
vance, as he should do; sometimes
seeking a higher rent for the current
month. Every tenant in New York
knows to-day that he has only to re-
fuse to pay the increase if he does not
want to pay more than he has been
paying, The landlord cannot put him
out without going to court and haling
the tenant to court. , The landlord
cguses the tenant to be served with a
summons demanding the increased rent
and summoning the tenant to answer
in court at the clerk’s office within five
days,

The only intelligence required of a
tenant is that he know enough to ap-
peer in court within the period stipu-
lated in the summons. e appears at
the office of the clerk, at the address
given in the summons, and inguires of
the employee at the window what he
is to do. The clerks of the Municipal
Court I have found to be the most
highly efficient and uniformly willing
group of city employees. They advise
the tenant in & few seconds what he
must do, and place the case on the
court ealendar, instructing ‘the tenant
to appear on a certain day and to an-
swer when his name iz ealled in court.
No one could give other advice and be
right, no matter what the fee.

At the ‘trial, the presumption being
against Ithe landlord by éxpress pro-
vision of law, the tenant's case is safe
with the justice. The landlord must
overcome with figures, and with proof
of their correctness, that he is entitled
to an increase in rent.
conditions he gets it. More often he
gets nothing in excess of the old rent,
and now and then only a part of the
increase. Counsel, no matter how
astute, could not add to the tenant’s
case., A protective organization could
not improve the tenant'’s chances of
Buecess, K. P.

" New York, June 23, 1921.

Ridiculous and Sublime

Artemus Ward as Preface to Eman-
cipation Proclamation
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: Apropos of your editorial
“Frolicsome Man,"” Mr. Drinkwater’s
employment of a reading from Artemus
Ward in “Abraham Lincoln™ is not
only characteristic of the Great Eman-

| cinator hut authentic historieally, Con-

fitmation is furnished in a new psycho-
enalytic study of Lincoln, This is in
Lincoln as Exhibit B (Searching for
the Key to the American Mind), by
Harvey O’Higgins and Edward H.
Recde, M. D., in the current issue of
MeClure's Magazine. The anthors are
describing Lincoln's actions in crises:

“Take him on September 22, 1862,
wken he called his Cabinet together to
hear his proclamation freeing the
slaves. The stage was set for what is
called ‘a historic moment,” and all
recognized it as historic, Two of his
Cabinet ministers wrote accounts of
the meeting in their diaries that night.
i He opened the me'etin[.‘; by
reading to the Cabinet not a chapter
from the Bible—as Bishop Fowler ana
others have believed—hut a comiecal
page from Artemus Ward: His Book,
which the humorist had sent him. He
knew the importance of thé moment.
He was gbout to announce devoutly
that he was determined to free the
slaves because he had promised God
that he would free them if the Union
armies were victorious at Antietam. He
was prepared to fece the opposition of
his Cahinet members, a majority of
whom he knew were set apainst is-
suing the proclamation. Yet, confront-
ing this opposition, pledged to saction
by & covenant with God, at one of the
most sBolemn crises of his official life,
he began by reading Ward’s rvidiculous
account of how a visitor to his wax
works attacked .the figure of Judas
Ifcariot. And this nonsense ‘he spemed
to enjoy very much,’ as the Secretary

We should like to?oi the Treasury wrote in his diary.”

It is all strikingly like Scene IV in

nirs or letters of Lincoln, so as fo in- | Drinkwater’s “Abraham Lincoln” And
crease the interest for the public|the dramatist has put into Lincoln's

school pupils and visiters who will be
invited to make a pilgrimage to our
“h”.ml" eapecially on Lincoln's birth-
day.

Perhaps some owners of Lincoln
souvenirs, letters or relics would like
to know of some place where they will
be with pious reverence preserved
for patriotic purposes. Besides such
mementos we should gladly receive
communications. of hitherto unpub-
lished veminiscences of Lincoln, or in-
deed, anything whatever that will pro-
mote the patriotic inspiration of our

| visitors,

Any gifts would be properly credited
ty the doner, and would thus form a
permanent memorial to him.
REV. KENNETH SYLVAN GUTHRIE.
Rector of All Saints’ Church
New York, June 22, 1921,

. Back to Normal
{(I'vom The Portland Prean)

|
Bryan has resumed his old rdle of a

rophet. He was @ dismal failure as a

Fatal Holidays
(Fram The Indianapolis News)
A green Christmas means a fat graye-

performer and prophecy seems more in | yard and 4 fine Sunday means the same

his line,

thing.

) SR

mouth a speech which illuminates still
more his mental processes:

“It's an exciting morning, gentlemerf
I feel rather execited myself, T find my
mind not at its best in excitement,
Will you allow me (opening his book)?
It may compose us all. It is Mr. Ar-
temus Ward's latest,”

DAVID H. WALLACE,
New York, June 23, 1921,

Need for a Deéntist
- {From The FPortland Press)
The Federal government is learning
what Maine found in the course ofﬁfty
yesrs  of prohibition—thut the law

needs a new set of teeth uhout every|

year and that it won’t do for them to
be false teeth, either.

A Welcome Invasion
(From The Des Moinca Register)

A tide of (erman gold has replaced
the tide of German steel that started
toward Paris over six years apo, and
there will be nothing to prevent its ar-
rival in the French capital,

.
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Under certain’

T;ained Nurses Reply

Vigorous Protests Called
Whether They

Forth by LctterlAsking
Are Profiteers

To The Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The letter by “Brooklyn' charg-
ing the trained nurses with profiteering
fg one that calls for a most emphatie
reply.

Strange as it may seem, thera are
gome persons with a very poor under-
standing of what the term “trained
nurse” rveally means. 1 know of one
case where a nurse was asked if all
“trained nurges were not trained to geo
without sleep.” 1t is, of course, very un-
reasonable of thas nurse to expect any
time for vest and food, to say nothing
of any recreation, That, of course, they
do not heed!

“Brooklyn" has no doubt figured out
that #n nurse receives $2,566 a year
Certainly, $7 a day 866 days a year,
leap year excluded, It lle\'e!‘_c:lt(’.red
her head that a nurse is able to work
comparatively few months out of the
year, Not because there is no work, but
because of her health, To state a spe-
cific case, a nurse was called on a case,
miles from home, worked one week and
was then herself taken to the hospital
stricken with scarlet fever. For days it
was 0 question whether she would live,
It cost her only about $200 to get well,
not to mention the time she lost. This
is not a hypothetical case, and I state
it only to show what a nurse has to
contend with,

Volumes could be written about the
experiences of the nurse, and I am sure
they would make people realize not only
that the life of a nurse is not milk and
honey, but they would also learn to ap-
preciate more the true worth of the
trained nurse. K, E. LOFGREN.

Elizabeth, N. J,, June 24, 1921,

Fifty Cents an Hour
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir:  Will “Brookiyn” kindly explain
how we of the nursing profession have
“doubled our wages by cutting our
time in half 7 1t is indeed humorous.

The private duty nurse doing twelve-
hour duty pets $6 and not $7 n day,
pays for a room in a good location,
laundry, registration dues, carfare to
and from the patient and keeps up =
presentable appearance, In order to
give lier best to the profession she
has to have some recreation and rest
bLetween cases, during which period she
pays for her own three meals a day
and there is nothing coming in.

She has put in three years of inten-

sive training and the greater part of
the §6 a day iz paid for her knowledge
of how to care for a sick person in-
telligently.
' She goes on duty at T or B in the
morning until 7 or 8 at night, and it
takes her from half an hour to an hour
to go to and from the case, making
from thirteen to fourteen hours in all,
What other class of women, profes-
| elongl or non-professional, put in such
long hours at less than |60 cents an
hofir ?

Hezides, there are many nurses who
do twenty-four hour duty in private
homes, with from three to four hours
off duty in the afternoon and supposed-
ly & chanece for at least six hours sleep
| at night—all for $7 a day,
| After eight years nursing it has
been my experience that these most
eritically ill, even though in moderate
circumstances, are the most apprecia-
tive and the most willing to pay the
nurse what she so deservedly earns.
They would be the first to consider the
term “profiteer” in connection with the
nursing profession ridiculous.

A NURSE IFROM CALIFORNIA,

New York, June 24, 1921,

Not Exempt From Living Cost

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The reason nurses have short-
.er..e.d their hours from twenty-four to
twelve is, I think, a case of the worm
turning at last. There is no other
worker who accepts such a condition
night and day at the task. We start
tut with the attitude, “Insomuch as ye
have done it unto the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto Me,”
but worhave to readjust our ideas as
we notice how many of our fellow
waorkers lose their heglth by this fool-
ish way of working,

Landlords and others do not accept
or adopt this attitude in dealing with
us. A nurse is not exempt from living
costs, We still pay higher rent, laun-
dry, board, higher percentage for get-
ting work. Now we have the income
tax added to this, and a license is de-
manded of us,

Our work is very uncertain. Some-
times we have little or nothing to do
for months. During this time we are
not eéxempt from paying board, and no
nurse gets her salary while on vacation,
a8 in some other lines of work.

People of moderate means can do
what trained nurses do when they get
ill—go to the hospital and get nursed
cheaper or take oct health insuiance
which will pay their expenses.

MANHATTAN,

New York, June 22, 1021, '

“"Only"" Twelve Hours

1 To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: “Brooklyn's” accusation of the
trained nurse should bring forth an
outery of righteous wrath from memhers
of the profession and others who have a
real knowledge of wvhat a trained nurse
is and does,

The trained nurse’s ordinary hours of
work are. only twelve (note “only”

|| twelve) and not twenty-four a day,

the twenty-four hour case being the
exception. For such g case it is cus-
tomary for the nurse to receive $1 more
a day than for a twelve-hour ane,
instead of the accustomed time and a
balf pay allowed to laborers for over-
time work,

Saven dollars and three meals a day!
Yes, that is a good deal for the mver-

i

age person to pay, eapecially when the
thing for which it is paid is looked
upon as being In the some clags ag
the service of one's cook or waltress
or laundress. But stop just a minute
and realize that one is also paying for
the three years and more of training
and experience which makes the nurse
rather than the housemaid the essen-
tial employee.

As for the trained nurse taking ad-
vantage of this shortage in her pro-
fession, I will merely point to her
record during the war, when her serv-
ices were so much more in demand.
Did she strike for more pay or
shorter hours? Was any profiteering
done by her when everybody else,
worthy and unworthy citizens alike,
was grasping all the profits from the
war within reach? Certainly such an
idea was as far from the nurse's mind
as it was from the soldier’s.

The shortage of nurses is a wvery
serious problem, but not one which is
for the nursing profession alone to
solve; neither is it the fault of those
who are trained nurses. We who are
nurses would be the first to welcome
new rTecruits to our ranks, By all
means get all the “able-bodied, intelli-
gent women” from England or any
other land to take up hospital training
here. Many overworked, worried train-
ing school superintendents would be
glad to have them in their schools, In
that suggestion I am heart and soul
with my opponent., Why doesn't he
start some such immigration?

H. PERSEE BONTON.

Willard Parker Hospital, New York,
June 23, 1921,

A Nurse's Day

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In answeér to "Brooklyn's” query
as to whether trained nurses profiteer,
may I state a few facts?

I am a trained nurse of many years
standing and am engaged in private
nuraing, mostly obstetrical work., 1
prefer to work twenty-four hours he-
cause I find it far easier than the so-
called "“twelve-hour” duty.

However, my doctors often reguire
me to go on cases at the hospital,
where | work twelve hours. In order
to put in my full time I have to rise
not later than 5:45 a. m. to be over
to the hospital, have my breakfast and
be on duty at T &, m.

to walk either way.

get $7.

a place to live when not on a''case, 8

doetor or patient? She

ing; she has her laundry to pay for
when on & case in town.

A nurse, if she is any gpood, has to be
the most self-sacrificing person. She
ean do nothing practically outzide 5f
her particular work. Can she join
any club for outdoor sports? Can she
jein any classes for self-improvement?
Can she nlan ahead for the opera, or
for & wedding or for a dante? Very
rarely indeed,

Girls are looking ahead now to pro-
| fessions and work which will lead them
to something in the future, "There are
too many things a woman can do in
| these days, and unless the public be-
ging to take a little more interest in
nurses, their work, their hours and
their pay T'm afraid there will ati'l
be an even greater dearth of nurses.
NEW YORK.
1921,

na

iy

New York, June

Seven Years' Preparation
To the Editor of The Tribune.

3ir; The writer of the letter "Du
Trained Nurses Profiteer?” complaing
of trained nurses reducing their work-
ing hours from twenty-four to twelve
hours & day. How can any sane heing
expect a nurse or anybody else to work
twenty-four hours a day? 1 should
hate to have the life of a loved one of
mine depend on a nurse who had not
slept or rested for a week or more, no
matter how efficient she may be nor-
mally.

As for private duty nurses agking
the outrageous price of $7 a day and
three meals for “only” twelve hours®
duty! Has your correspondent ever
given a thought to the fuct that a
trained nurse has sacrificed seven years
of her life to gain the education nec-
eszary to become a trained nurse?
I'our years of high sehoal and three
years of hospital training, to be exact.
Since nurses must be compared with
mechanics, teamsters and tailors, how
many years have they spent getting
their education? They were all paid
while learning, I betieve. And, in spite
of the nurses reducing their hours, they
are still working  four hours a’ day

longer . than the above mantioned
classes.
There is no reason why people

should have to die for the want of
care, even if they can't afford to pay
nurses. There nre plenty of hospitals
where. poor people may go and get the
samae care for little or nothing.

The suggestion of importing nurses
from the devastated regions of Europe
sounds easy, but they ave not ready-
made nurses, and to become American-
trained nurses they have a long way
‘to' go, especiully if they don't speak
English. And once they got here they
might more than likely do as most
American girls do—choose semething
easier which will bring them as good
and perhaps better reward, and cer-
tainly more appreciation,

IDA B, OLSON, R. N.

I leave my patient’s room at 7 p. m. |
or even later, and reach my home some- |
where around 8 p. m, having had nn;: s0ns:
fresh air except what I can get coming | ing atopped by a policeman and asked
and going. As & rule one is foo tired | “What have wou in that case?”

Has it oceurred to “Brooklyn" that a|
nurse has to have a permanent F.ddres-\,l

teleplvone whereby she ean be ealled by |
also must |
“dress for the public” in uniform, no|
small item in these days of profitesr- |

1921 - —
L — e —-__"'—.==:n':.r=-_-_:-

to the Tribune’s Editor

! wholly disapprove of what you say and will defend to the death your right to say it—V ollaire to Helvetius.

Our War Motives
Tenants’ Redress

—

Assvrians in Peril
Jeopardized by Reduction of British

Forces' in "Mesopotamia

To the Editor of The Tribune,
Sir: TEngland, it is reported,
gthocked to learn that soms 30,000
horses will have to be slaughtered
when the British forces in Mesopo-

is

tamia are reduced, Our own humane
sentiments are also nroused by this
announcement, The 70,000 people who
will probably be slaughtered by this
sume mavement seem o elaim a com-
paratively small amomunt of sympathy
from us.

Bafore the war the Assyrian race
numbered about 200,000.
and ineited by the British, they fouglt
apgninst their neighbors, the Kords and
the Persizns, in support of the Allied
cause. They have thereby incurred
the undying enmity of those two races.
Their sperificial contribution te the
Allidd cauge is mutely evidenced by the
fact that about 20,000 of these people
grouped around Mosul and Bagdsad, far
from their homes, are practically the

jonly survivors. Forty thousand Ar-

meniang now at Busra are in similar
condition for the same reasons.

Last year they attempted to return
to their homes, but were turned back
by the Kurds, The Arabs will ' not
permit them to remain where thoy are.
British protection is being withdrawn.
Iingland and the United States have ro-
fused admittance to them. There is
no other place for them to go. Unable
to stay where they are and unahle to
move, their chances are almost equal
to those of the proverbial snow hail on
the kitchen stove.

We are not anti-British any more
than we are un-American in protesting
against particular phases of our own
government policy, but perhaps’ our
humane sentiments can be aroused to
the point of action by the plight of
these human beings, as well as by the
fate in store for 80,000 horses.

EDWARD TYLER PERRY.

Westfield, N. J., June 23, 1921,

The “Wet” Parade
Teetotaler Tells Why He Will March;

Boston Tea Party Comparison
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir:  James X. Shields, in a letter
to The Tribune, calls the Fourth of
,July parade a “wet” parade. I've been
given the impression, through the
press, that it is a “personal liberty”
parade. T am going to parade on the
Fourth, and I am a “100 per cent”
teetotaler,

I am pgoing to parade for two rea-
I cannot see the justice of be-

(I
had @ musical instrument in the case.)

For this we get $6 & day, hut:l Ead to answer, much against my will.
when outside at a patient’s house we | Having seen this dene in Russia I

| protest it here in the United States.
Then, again, I cannot. see the justice
of having two bic policemen come over
to my table in a restaurant and do-
liberately look inte my cup of coffee
to see if I was drinking "hooch.”

Keep this attitude up and it will
turn more strictly temperate young
| men  against this unreasonable law,
Put common sense in it and I'll back
the law for all it's worth.

Yes, I'm going to parade and not
feel ashamed of whom I parade with,
as a protest against this method of
enforcing prohibition. R. W. K.

Brooklyn, June 23, 1821,

Encouraged |

] Médicinal Wsaof Alcoho] s

Opposition—New York

American Medical Association Veers From Former |

County Society Silenced

Ta The Editor of The Tribune.

8ir: Medical, pharmaceutical and
chemien] organizations, as well as in-
dividual medical men of prominence in
this city, nre protesting the passage
o! the bill supplemental to the Vol-
stead act us destructive to medicine,
chemical science and industry in this
country.

At the recent meeting in Boston of
the- American Medieal Association the
House of Doelegates refused .to re-
affirm a decizion of this body made in
1917, This decicion was to the effect
that aleohol had neither walue as a
food nor merit as a remedy in disease.
On the other Hand, resolutions were in-
troduced at this meeting in the section
on pharmagology and therapeutics,
where this subject properly belongs,
deciaring that this act would nullify
the right of the physician to preseribe
in accordance with his knowledge and
hia judgment and would substitute for
his qualifications and experience the
provisions of a statute laid down by a
lay body.

While these opinions are being open-
ly proclaimed at this time, one of the
most influential and representative
medical organizations in the country,

| the Medical Society of the County of
E}New York, is debarred from discussing

| this subject. This situation had been
| brought sbout by what The Medical
Record calls a “curious error.” This
error, so called, is founded on the de-
cree of the comitia minora after con-
sultation with counsel that: “The Vol-
stead act deals with the regulation of
intoxicants used for beverage purposes
and not with aleohol used for thera-
peutic purposes, and therefore does not
come within the jurisdiction of the so-
ciety.” Commenting on this decision,
Phe Medical Record says: “Of course,

both the Volstead act and the Propossd ;

amendment do deal specificaliy with
ithe medicinal use of aleohol, and # is
| incomprehensgible  that  the coungy
' should have made such a statement or
| that the membern of the comitia should
| have been willing to accept the re.
| aponsibility for publishing it.”
| Meanwhile, the Medical Society o
1:the County of New Yotk, which i o
| record, as well as the American Medi.
| eal Association pn this subject, ig pre.
| vented from voicing its opinion during
this erigis in medical affairs. It Mmay be
stated that it was for the purpose of
reaffirming the stand previously taken
by the Medical Society of the County
of New York that thiz matter was agaip
brought before the society on April 25
Under the recently adopted comatj.
tution of the society no matter can be
debated at the time of its introduction

business, however pressing, must await
the decision of the comitia minon
In this instance this body yeported its
findings one month after the ressly.
tions in question were presented. The
attitude previously taken on nations
prohibition and the Volstead act by the
Medical Society of the County of New
York was to the effect that as far g
these measures related to medical prac-
tice they were: “Irrational, unsejen.
tific and against the accepted usage of
civilized countries everywhere els
throughout the world.” They were alsp
condemued as “permitting the sale of
patent and proprietary alleged medici.
nal compounds containing zleohol in
varying amounts, while denying the
use of spiritous, vinous and malt ales.
holic beverages of proved therapeutis
worth.”
JOHN P. DAVIN, M. D,
New York, June 24, 1921.

A Gay Mix-Up

ing “The Beggar's Opera™
| To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: 1 have amused myself this
afternoon by searching for more errors

“The Beggar's Opera,” so recently and
so vaviously in the public linotype.
Alas, my communication of June 12
now seems colorless indeed; behold the
latest findings from only a part of my
clippings on the subject:

“The Beggar's Opera” was revived
in London in 1919 (Boston Post), in-
stead of 1920, It came to America after

(Musical Leader), instead “of about
seven months. It played in New York
for eight weeks (Indianapolis Star}, in-
stead of a little over four weeks. It
was written by Benjamin QGay (Chi-
«ago Tribune), instead of John. T¢
contains sixty-eight songs (The Drama)

modernized version of old English
tunes by Dr. Arne, Pepusch, Handel and
others of their time” (Chicago Ameri-

mainly, of uncertain composition. It
contains Handel’s march from “Rinal-
do” as u finale for the second act (Bos-
ton Post), instead of close to the ha-
ginning of that act. Tt had a sequel
callad “Polly Peachum” (Cincinnati

Potpourri of Misinformation Regard-|

of statement regarding one play, Gay's

“a two years’ brilliant run ip London”|

instead of sixty-nine. Its music is “a |

can), instead of old English ballad airs, |

Commercial Tribune), instead of
“Polly.” This sequel was originally
published by Potts, of Dublin (Chicago
News), instead of Watts, of London.
i‘The actress who played the part of
|Polly in 1728 and became the favorite
| of the town was Mrs, Sallee (Londoen
| Bazaar), instead of Lavinia Fenton
| “Life is & jest,” ete., is “a felicitons
| little' couplet” from “The Beggars
| Opera” (Detroit Free Press), instead of
I Gay's famous epitaph. Finally, honor-
!uhle mention should go to the most
| startling of all the dramstis bolshe-
|vikm: “Among Gay's colleagues were
| Chesterfield, Pope, Swift, Congreve,
| Cibber, Steele and Hazlitt” (Boston
|Post), the last of whom was born near-
| 1y fifty years after Gay died.

| It was not necessarily my dity to
bring these cases te light, for the sake
of m good airing, but it is my right of
|citizenship to inguire, When did the
| multiplicity of literary blunders be-
| come fashionable?

WILLIAM EREN SCHULTZ
Culver-Stockton College, Canton,

Mo, June 28, 1921.

A Useful Mission
(From The Des Moines Register)

Big Bill Haywood is talling the Reds
in Russis how sadly the United States
|is being mismanaged. 1f he succeeds
|in discouraging the Bolsheviki from
it:amins- to this country he will have
!done ug a favor.

|
|
|
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